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‘…one of the finest training manuals for divorce mediators available on the market…issues are laid out in a manner that 
makes them accessible to the intending practitioner as well as the academic or experienced mediator.’ – SPIDR News

‘Anyone who takes the profession seriously should buy it.’  – Family Law

‘Marian Roberts’ book is the first to provide the basis of solid knowledge in the UK and for that reason alone should be  
on every trainer’s “must buy” list…Mediation in Family Disputes should not, however, merely be seen as a training tool.  
It has a message for a wider audience, particularly the mediation sceptics.’  – Family Mediation

‘…a valuable resource…’ – ChildRIGHT

‘…very well written with material clearly explained.’ – International Journal of Law, Policy and the Family
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 About the Author: Marian Roberts is qualified as a 
barrister and a social worker and has been in continuous 
practice as a family mediator since 1982 at the South East 
London Family Mediation Bureau, one of the first family 
mediation services in the UK. She is a Visiting Fellow at 
the London School of Economics and Political Science and 
Professorial Research Associate at the School of Oriental 
and African Studies, University of London, where she 
teaches Alternative Dispute Resolution on their respective 
graduate programmes.

This is the authoritative textbook on family mediation. As well as mediators, this work will be indispensable for 
practitioners and scholars across a wide range of fields, including social work and law. It draws on a wide cross-

disciplinary theoretical literature and on the author’s extensive and continuing practice experience. It encompasses 
developments in policy, research and practice in the UK and beyond.  

Roberts presents mediation as an aid to joint decision-making in the context of a range of family disputes, notably those 
involving children. Mediation is seen as a process of intervention distinct from legal, social work and therapeutic practice, 
drawing on a distinctive body of knowledge across disciplinary fields including anthropology, psychology and negotiation 
theory. Incorporating empirical evidence, the book emphasizes the value of mediation in mitigating the harmful effects of 
family breakdown and conflict.

First published in 1988 as a pioneering work, this third edition has been fully updated to incorporate legal and policy 
developments in the UK and in Europe, new sociological and philosophical perspectives on respect, justice and conflict, 
and international research and practice innovations.


